are not equal to produce reaction, by increasing the tone and action of the cutaneous vessels, and thus re-establishing the balance of the circulation, congestions in the circulating system are the consequences, and disease necessarily follows.
The baneful influence of these winds on the tropical constitution is not perhaps solely owing to their lower degree of temperature than that of the regular prevailing winds, but probably also to their being loaded with morbific miasmata, wafted from the American Continent. In the months of December and January the winds were frequently from the north and northeast, and prevailed generally in the evenings and during the night, which were in consequence chilling, and rendered often more perceptibly so by the great heat which sometimes existed during the day. During these months colds, coughs, and sore throats were very common.
Scarlet fever likewise existed in a few families, and in some cases assumed its most malignant form. The month of February, besides being chilled by the same winds which prevailed in the preceding months, was dry and very changeable. There were many cases of chicken-pox and sorethroat without scarlet eruption. The inflammation in these cases was slight, but was long in subsiding. There were likewise cases of the anginose and malignant scarlet fever. The weather in the month of March was more moderate, and the eases of the scarlet fever were milder, but accompanied with Dr Cock on Scarlet Fever as it appeared rheumatic symptoms ; the chicken-pox still continued to prevail. pain at the scrobiculus cordis. The face was somewhat swollen, the bowels were constipated, and the surface of the body was bedewed with a cool clammy sweat; the pulse was oppressed, and slight symptoms of stupor prevailed. The capillary vessels of the cutaneous system had lost their action ; there was a general reflux of the blood to the internal organs, in all of which congestion had taken place; but these were more apparent in the lungs and bronchial tubes, and threatened, unless speedily relieved, a fatal termination. To restore, therefore, the balance of the circulation, became the immediate duty of the physician; and the following were the means which I adopted for this purpose, and invariably with success. A large dose of calomel was immediately administered; the bowels were opened by injections of assafoetida dissolved in warm water; and the patient was immersed in a warm bath, and retained there until warmth of the surface and perspiration were induced.
After immersion in the bath for ten minutes, the skin generally became warm and perspirable, the bowels were rendered solvent, and the pulse more full and free. The symptoms from that moment generally declined, and at the end of twenty-four hours from the attack the patient was perfectly restored Kitts, but was the means of introducing it into Basseterre, the
